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ACROSS COUNTRY TO HIS JOB

Became Cily Editor of the Hustling Village Paper;
Amusing Early Experiences.

Thore {8 a certnln autuwmnnl
setlefacilon is belng tho Inst leal
vn the old twig. No merlt about
t—glmply It has josted longer.
To bo doan, one has only to walt
wntil this betters hovo died off.

As now dean of the men [who
worked on the paper In lta forma-
tive days, It Is probable thut 1
hnve known The Times from the
Inslde longer than any othor per-
gon now living., This would nai-
urally Imply affectlon and under-
slanding: while my training for

thirty yeara os historlan and critie
hos largely, 1 hope, enobled meto
denl justice to my friends and
wulvrenee to my cnemles.  Prob-
ably no one, better knows tho
{deals, the othles, the nehlovemanta
—and the faulls——of tho papaor. 1
vary [requontly disagres with It
on minor things: In the cssentials,
it s nlways there,

But far more than the personal
relution, Tho Times has Interesterd
me ns a student of history and
economics, 1t has had a place in
tho bullding of a community
which no other paper evar had.
Like a!l the groatest American
newspapors, It was eseentlully tho
dominant personality of one man,
As Watterson to hig Courler-Jour-
nal, Dana to hia Sun, Greeley to
s Tribune, FHun Bowles to hls
Bpringneld Republlean—so wos
Harrison Gray Otls te his Times.
And something more—thenka - Lo
the unlque opportunity of his on-
vironment. Nonoe other of thoao
glanta of the old days, when news-
papers were oditorial rather than
commercial, haod chance to sorva
In the development of a town from
Hitle village up to tenth eity in the
I'nlon. Nono of them had such

nnd hoe was glad to find some one
not afrald of him. Too man
wero and he desplsed thom,

Whuen I went on the puper |
had 2700 clreulation, and w_
making o hard uphill Nght againat
two old and succesaful rlvals, the
Herald and Express. For o long
thme T wus not only clity edlitor, but
the wholu loenl staff; wlso chlotf
cditorizl writer--and when our
kindly old Harvard man had o
"perlodie,” I had the telograph also
on my hiinda, Them wus the gnod
old daoys! Thera was somothing
really porsonal in newspoaporing in
this small, widipopen, swloon-rld-
den town. Nobody “llcks" editors
any moro, and saldom trles to
shoot them; but In those days it
wins different. We had a feroclous
fght of our campalgn for high 1l-
cen#o—_1ha fArst resirlction ever put
on the saloons here. Tho Timos
conducted thik enmpalgn aingle-
handed—avery other nowapaper
opposed. Nohody oxpacted it to
win—but high lecense carrled by
two to one.

THE FREE HARBOR.

The long, savage fight tor o frea
harbor at Ban Pedro, against the
then all=powerful Southern Pa-
olfic, was another victory for Tho
Timea—all the other papers olther
opposing or silent. Today, we can
even belter understand what would
hnve happened to this eclty if !«
only rallroad outlet to the ocean
hnd been at Bantn Monlca, monop=
ollzed by the Bouthern Paclflc.

There have beon o hundred other
fmportant ereative campoigns in
which Tho Times has done for {is
community what a great newspapar
is expected to do, But.one [# monu=-
mentel and unique. ’

BY CITARLES T. L,UMMIS,
TMrut Clity Editor of *“Tho Timea™

fateful rrusades to make. [Few ol
the E00,000 people mow here can
hilf reallze what Los Angeler owea
to The Times—nine-tenths of them
have come L0 a redeemed town
slnce the great fghts were really
WO,

Early in 1584, an Ohlean In lLos
Angeles begon sending mo Thae
Times. T was then in Chlllicothe,
1), editing the venerable Scluto
Guazetle, olilest newspaper woest of
the Alleghanics, and fuunﬂ'm by
the grandfather of N, % Willls [
wus Kirtick by the personallhiy, the
upstanding courage and hreeslnesa
of thia far western sheet—hut hml
nog dream of golng 1O Californin
Hut [ wrote Col. Ui m¥ appre-
clation of wome of hias adltorinls,
and sent him some of my awn. He
was much Interested Lo learn from
mutual friends that | had velun-
teeredd to go with the milltla and
put down the rloln in Cincinnatl,
Thiy appealed to his soldler sense

WALKING ACRROSS CONTINENT.

at, 1 had my firat tonch
u!lﬂrtiiﬁun'ngue." and that ended
the usefulness of Oklo o my
mind=—and Los Angeled and The
Times popped up for the lrst tme
as a plan, 1 wrote Col Otis full,
inclosing more of my “stuff;" told
him 1 thought 1 would move Lo
c*alifornin and would walk across
the contlpent to get there—if he
could use a newspaper letler a
week en ronte, and glve me n herth
on the paper when 1 arrived. Hlis
answer came back promplly n.nﬁd
characteristlenliy; and  Sept 12,
1854, 1 started on the long tramp
for pure plessure, and nu iimita-
tlon of time, golng rigsag. afier
Kansas to sea everyihing of lnter-
eut within ity miles ench slde my
route: so the walk stretehed out
to 3705 miles and consnumud 143
davae. On the first day of Feb-

Cal, Otis wns himeslf a unlon
printer, and a loyal one in the enr-
Iy davs bafore the unlons hecame &
Erent pEency to uu%]:-nrt medioer]=
ty and penalize individual effort,
Bur the dose we got—papecially
nfter we moved over 1o the new
Times Bulldlng on Fort strest, with
it fine popper  trees (now, aloe,
Brondwny) was enough to convert
anvone. I remember one night ac
2 am. the foremnn camao To us
with o new demand. The two-
column patent medicine nda Which
came by cxpress fn long eleciro-
t3per: Lthese must e pald for, the
simple Hfting the single slab wnd
putting It In the “form,” the samo
money w8 If a compoaltar had set
up ench of the 0,000 individual
Ietterst Surrender, or no paper In
the morning! This was ahout the
Tamt mirdaw. The Old Chief gol a
conferenes with all the other newn-
paper managers in tonn, anéd they
saternd m salenn comprel to res
sint thig and further neeressinn Ajl
of them “fgll down™ within a week
—and have liren paving for [t ever
sinee, ol Otis Bad lald his plans;
and when the Tvparrinkleonl Unfon
walked out of The Timreu aTlee for-
sver—in malked a full force of
Tvpothetan, And the thine stood.
It vag hard on manv of our good
men, driven aut unwillingly by the
wallklne delesntes, The Times wWAg
the enly newspaper In Lor Angeles
that never missed 4 pav 10ll, -

Every Inch & soldler, Gon.
Otls {ax he beeame in the Spanish
War) brought dlscipline and
arder Into evervthing he touched.
The Times was the heat clazsi-

el and  the best arranged
dafly ln the Unlted States long
befora it became the Jargest.

And it bad a corps enirits, rara

among newspapers. Tha peopla
wiho worked for It were loyal
They needed to be! XNo other

newapaper in the world has ever

rugry. 1555, having come ne nac
=00 miles ncro=s the desert with o
hroken arm. 1 reached San Gabrlel
at dusk. Col Otis was awalting
me, and I had my fiest lnterview
with that extraordinery person-
ality  We lunched under the bhig
oaks, and walked In to Los Angelesd
together—he striding soldierly al
my slde, and At 11 pm. were
seated Jn Bob Eckert's, on Court
glrcot. for & mgre ﬂuhhlhn!:}nl BUp-
per akd further “sleing-up” one of
the other,

At 10 next mornlng, ag Clty Edi-
tor of The Tlmes, duly ordained,
] nas Interviewlng Emmit Abholl.
Col Hoyee “smoothly” presented
me n fowery  langunge. fndl
wound up: "He hue the hardest
legs In the world, Misa Abbott—
just feel them ™ That fine prima
donni. against whom no breath of
eeandal oter stirred, was "a good
gront,” She plnchod and mar-
veled, Four years later, T was at
Alojave “nltlﬂﬁ for the San Frans=
glsco traln: and then stood rapt be-
slde the new Mogul engine, the firstl
1 had reen Suddenly & musical
voles bohind ma  ealled:  “[lore
John, here Is Mr. Lummis—he hog
the hardest legs of any man in the
world " I whirled and there was
Emma Abbott, bringing her hus-

tmnd for Introduction. “Which
noturally alse required explana-
tion.

Irieen =0 long, 8o vielously, and B0
powerfully enmpalzgned agalnst by
organized lahor—the whaole forca
of ull the unions of the United
Stnteg wan focused for years to
boycott or destroy The Times And
cleven ears ago, thls campalgn
culminated In the martyrdom of
twenty lovnl men and the destruc=
tion of The Times DBullding. I
don't know of a moreé stirring ¢hap-
ter In all newspaper history than
the dynamitlng of The Times—
and the golng of thnse erippled sur-
vivors, binding rags and’sacks
around Dbleeding arms nnd feet,
trudging to the anxiliary plant the
oll chief hod quletly provided In
casa of accldents—and turning out
n blurred, but living and dount-
legy four-page paper, which nan
dellverad almost on  time in the
morning" .

A DOMINANT PERSONALITYT.

The Incompurable growth of l.os
Angeles of recent years lg largely
due to ita Indueatrin]l freedom, and
that we owe to Harrison Gray Otlal
San Franclsce and other cltles suill
in the elutch of the murder-class
of unloniem, marvel to Nnd them-
solves outgrown by a coamunity
that but a Tew years ago was a vil=-
lage beslde them, but none of thelr
papers have yet dared lend the fight
for every man's right to nark for
himself. It ls almost necdless to
ray that it has hoeen Jd'he Times,
nnd The Times alone, unajded or
opposed by "all other papears, 1o
rally and Thearten and lead the
pood eltizens who have mads and
kept usg free.

Besldes the dominant perscnallty
of Gen. Otls-<big., rugged, come-
tInes rough, fearless, of an integri-
ly severc and absolute, staupch, In-
dependent, Indomitable—TI hive al-
wilys beéen slruck by the surlous
unity In The Timea personnel. It

LU ANUELES THEN.

Tos Angeles elaimed 15,000 |
inhabitants the dey I walked Intlo
ft=—i1t really had about 12,000,
Thera was not o paved sireel—
and In winter the mud on <nin
and Bpring sireots wos Incredible
and bottomless The Times of-
e was in the old Downey Blork
=trhore the Federnl Bullding now
is The Pubile Libwarv waa In
twa or three dingy Hitle rooma In
that dingy hlock: it was presided
over by the remarkable wWoman
who han maéde so0 pound & pleco
far herEelf sines then. Alary Fov.,
n graduale of the firet class of
the Los Angelea High School. The
pollee station and jall was conven-
fently  mneaxr—in  the long low
apdebe where the Dhillips Block
Inter stopd and where the Ham-
burgers opened up thelr first big
“Poople's  Store.” 1 had tho
pleasure of =eecing Thnlf a dozen
or mora hangings in the old jail
yarid,

Then. as alwaye, the Pollce De-
pArlment was a bhonce of conten-
tlon. I think the thing that really
firat welded me closest to Col.
Otls was when I brought him
proof, after long Investigation,
that the Police Chief wo hod
been supporting was crooked. He
gat nt his plain table in the Mttle
offlce when 1 handed him my re-
port and article; looked up and
snld gruffly: "But (g s con-
trary to the policy of the paper!
BEaies wns editing telegraph and
Edidy, foreman, stood on  the
steps tn Lthe composing roomt. “To
hell with the poliey of the papar!™
gafld I. *I take it the policy of
“The Times' I8 ts be right—and
we have bern wrong"™  They ax-
pocied 1p mce thinga fly: but the
Old Chief simply looked up at me
auisrieally and sald: *Do you
think that I8 the way to spenlk to
your superior?” Of coursa I
apologlzed for the rough apeoch;

¢ not one of the great machines
for making money, set up by mil-
lionaires or the ambltiovs. No
rich mAan was aver an owner In It
—till it made Ita owners rich! It
has alwnys had a sort of fnmlily
quality. Gen. Otiz and his noblo
wite, who, during her life, was an
jndefatlgalble worker on the paper,
and Harry Chandier, tha hright-
faced round-headad mnawshoy of
my time, who became a ron-In-
law of the Otises. And now at tha
helm, =olemnly pledged Lo the
salling directiona laid down by the
old ipllot. And others, who have
been there ao long that they seem
almost of the family themselves—
and have the famlly feeling. They
are not higrellngs. This i3 not a
negligible factor In the character
of & nowapaper. It Is  the boat
hope, also, of tho survival into the
future -of that single-hearted, foar-
less, progresaive polley, which Gen.
Otla made the backbone, the com-
plexion, and the gulding thought
of The Times. i



